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landlords. Tenants hire the land for a number
of years at a time, and at the end of the term
are entitled to compensation for " unexpired
improvements." In India nearly half the
land (4:7 per cent.) is ryotwari land held by
peasant proprietors dealing directly with the
Government; the remainder is zamindari
land held either by individual landlords, or by
village communities who act as corporate
landlords in relation to the cultivators. In
the case of the former, the ryotwari lands, it
is possible to some extent for the Government
to make its reassessments in such a manner as
not to discourage improvements. In the ease
of zamindari land the problem is more
difficult, necessitating much governmental
intervention between the zamindars and their
tenants.

The value of land and its produce, it must
be pointed out, tends to vary partly as a
consequence of the exertions of the actual
cultivators and partly as the result of
economic causes of a more general kind. As
instances of the latter we may take the rise in
the value of land when a railway is built in
the neighbourhood (enabling the farmer to